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Name Comment No. Comment Source General Topic Comment Issues Reponse

Margit F. Chiriaco 
Rusche                         
62450 Chiriaco Road, Sp. 
1, Chiriaco Summit, CA 
92201 760 485 1576 
Mchiriacor@aol.com

1-17-1 Email Favorable to the Plan with 
stipulations.

I would like to go on record as supporting the draft financial 
assistance program for the Salton Sea species habitat project.   
Realizing the program is within the fish and game laws and 
guidelines and is about the immediate needs of the habitat at the 
Salton Sea and is concerned about local projects that will improve 
habitat and decrease the salinity of the Sea.   As long as these are 
the priorities and the commitment of the habitat projects, I am in 
favor of the program.   And as long as the program does not endorse 
a specific Salton Sea Restoration project for the Salton  Sea  until 
one is voted on, then I am in favor of the financial assistance 
program as being presented at this time. 

Priorities should be improving habitat, 
decreasing salinity of the Sea not 
endorsing any Restoration project until 
voted upon.

As laid out in our Guidelines and PSP, all projects submitted to the Salton Sea Finacial Assistant Program will be thoroughly reviewed by a panel of experts. The 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) do not support, favor, or endorse any specific project at this 
time. We are not yet aware of who the applicants might be. The applicants will be awarded base on the technical value of their proposal and the final accords of 
the DWR and DFG directors. For further transparence in the process we have addedd a table in the Proposal Solicitation Package detailling the scoring criteria.

Participant 1-18-1 Brawley Public Meeting Question What are the firewalls to avoid conflicts of interest between 
applicants and those that are asked to review applications? Conflicts of interest We are aware of the potential conflict of interest. We will be able to act upon it only once we know who the applicants are. The Salton Sea Financial Assistance 

Program Staff is a neutral party that will ensure that conflict of interest are avoided.

Participant 1-18-2 Brawley Public Meeting Question Will tribes be eligible to apply? Tribe eligibility As mentionned in our Guidelines section 4.1 (Eligible Grant Applicants), federally recognized California Native American tribes are eligible to receive grants. If 
not federally recognized, tribes have the option of applying as a non profit organization.

Participant 1-18-3 Brawley Public Meeting Question Will an applicant's track record of success and follow-through be 
considered when determining grant awards? Applicant's Track Record Yes, an applicant's track record of success and follow-through will be considered when determining grant awards. We are considering giving 15 points out of 100 

possible (Guidelines section 6.3.3 and PSP table 5.2) if the applicant can demonstrate that he has succefully carried similar projects in the past. 

Participant 1-18-4 Brawley Public Meeting Question Will projects be dismissed from consideration for minor technical 
mistakes? Minor Technical Mistakes By essence, nothing "minor" can make us dimiss a good project. We will review a project under our criteria and award funds to a project based on its final score.

Q. How much money from Prop 84 is available for the FAP? A. SS 
Participant 1-19-1 Palm Desert Public Meeting Question

Q. How much money from Prop 84 is available for the FAP? A. SS 
Restoration Fund receives funding from Prop 84 and has dedicated 
$3 million per year to FAP 

Prop 84 Monies Dedicated to FAP The FAP has $3,000,000.00 available for this fiscal. This amount will be re-evaluated each year depending on the need and availability of funds.

Participant 1-19-2 Palm Desert Public Meeting Question
Will there be an oline method to apply for FAP grants?

Applying Online
The Salton Sea FAP will set up a mandatory online application through the Bond Management System (BMS). Due to site maintenance, the exact date of the site 
availability is not yet known. Yet, we are planning to open the online application in sometimes in March for about 30 days. We will provide assitance to the 
applicants.

Participant 1-19-3 Palm Desert Public Meeting Question Is there a cost sharing component or requirement to receive and 
FAP grant? Cost Sharing No, there is not local cost share requirement.

Participant 1-19-4 Palm Desert Public Meeting Question What rules and requirements will grantees need to follow in 
contracting work? Rules and Requirements Grantee will have to go throught he bid process in order to hire contractor to do the job describe in the proposal. The bid documents might be requested if the 

grant is awarded.

Participant 1-19-5 Palm Desert Public Meeting Question Will grantees be allowed to use FAP funds for operations and 
maintenace? Operations and Naintenance No, operation and maintenance costs are not eligible for reimbursment under the Salton Sea Financial Assistance Program.
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Steven Robbins, 
General Manager-Chief 
Engineer, Coachella 
Valley Water District P.O. 
Box 1058, Coachella, CA 
92236 760 398-2651 
x3500 VLuna@cvwd.org

1-24-1 Email Takes issue with 2 items in 
the program

Views verbiage in Section 2.3.1 
regarding the accelerating salinity due to 
flow reductions after 2017 as misleading. 
Indicates disparity between tables on 
pages 2-9 and 3-11. Prefers the values 
shown in the table on page 2-9 to those 
on page 3-11.

We have added that the discontinuation of the mitigation water flowing into the Salton Sea will stop in 2017, "in accordance with the Quantification Sttlement 
Agreement of 2003". We have reviewed our scoring criteria so that the feasibility of the project prevails over the qualification of the project proponent.


